Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.018; wR factor = 0.049; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.9.
The title compound, [Sn 4 (CH 3 ) 8 (C 8 H 7 O 2 ) 4 O 2 ], is a distannoxane derivative of 2-methylbenzoic acid. The crystal structure is composed of centrosymmetric dimers lying about inversion centres. Both independent Sn atoms adopt distorted trigonal-bipyramidal SnC 2 O 3 coordination geometries with the basal planes consisting of two C-atoms from the methyl groups and a bridging O atom. The Sn-C and Sn-O bond lengths lie in the ranges 2.090 (2)-2.104 (3) and 2.0241 (14)-2.2561 (15) Å , respectively. The central four-membered planar Sn 2 O 2 ring [SnÁ Á ÁSn distance = 3.2993 (2) Å ] makes dihedral angles of 5.43 (11) and 59.50 (7) with the methylphenyl groups, which are themselves oriented at a dihedral angle of 61.38 (8) . Besides weak C-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á Á interactions, the packing mainly features van der Waals forces between the molecules. 
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Cg is the centroid of the C14-C19 phenyl ring. our interest in tin chemistry, the title compound (I), (Fig. 1) has been synthesized and structurally characterized. The crystal structure of bis(1,1,3,3-tetramethyl-1,3-dibenzoatodistannoxane) (Amini et al., 2002) has also been published which is related to the title compound.
In the title molecule, both independent Sn atoms adopt distorted trigonal-bipyramidal coordination spheres with basal planes A (C9/C10/O3) and B (C11/C12/O3). The Sn-C and Sn-O bond lengths are lying in a range of 2.090 (2) 
The sodium salt of o-toluic acid (0.316 g, 2.0 mmol) was suspended in 25 ml dry methanol in a 100 ml round-bottom flask.
To this suspension, dimethyl tin dichloride (0.22 g, 1 mmol), dissolved in 25 ml dry methanol, was added dropwise with constant stirring at room temperature. The reaction mixture was refluxed for 6 h. Filtration was carried out to remove sodium chloride formed during reaction. Colorless prism of (I) were obtained after 48 h from the filtrate. M.p 486 K; yield: 71%.
Refinement
Some low angle reflections were omitted from the refinement due to the beam stop effect. The H-atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x = 1.5 for methyl and x = 1.2 for aryl H-atoms.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . View of the molecular structure of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme. The displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H-atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radius. [Symmetry code: (i) -x + 1, -y, -z + 1.] 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
Cg is the centroid of the C14-C19 phenyl ring. 
